
 

Educator, Scenic Designer & Fabricator 
jessicaldesigns@gmail.com  (713) 542-4736 www.jessicalynndesigns.com 

 
Education 
 

Master of Fine Arts 
  Scenic Design, The Ohio State University (OSU) 

 

2023 
 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
  Theatre, emphasis in scenic design and technology, Sam Houston State  
  University (SHSU), Highest honors/Honors College with academic  
  distinction, magna cum laude 

2020 

 
Teaching Experience 
 

Shenandoah University 
 Theatre Fellow – Scene Design 

 Theatre Design & Production 190: Introduction to Design 
 
 Theatre Design & Production 101: Studio 1 (Fundamental Drawing   
  Techniques) 
  

 
 
Spring 2024 
 
Fall 2023 

The Ohio State University 
 Graduate Assistantship 
  Theatre 3411: Introduction to Scene Design 
 
  Theatre 3411: Introduction to Scene Design (TA) 
 
  Theatre 2100: Introduction to Theatre (Online) 
 
 

 Theatre 2000.04: Technical Practicum: Scenic Studio (TA) 
  (4 courses per semester - 24 total sections over three years) 
 

 
 

Spring 2023 
 
Spring 2022 
 
Fall 2020, 
Spring 2021 
 
Fall 2020-
Spring 2023 

 
Guest Lectures 
 

The Ohio State University - Introduction to Production Design 
 Invited guest lecturer by Braden Graves to teach the class about media 

design fundamentals and the design process. We discussed collaborative 
communication, methods of visualization, design process, and deliverables. 
We also examined and discussed the portfolios of nationally recognized 
media designers.  

  

Spring 2023 
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Professional Scenic Painting Credits 
 

Beauty and the Beast (Upcoming)  Cortland Repertory Theatre 
des. TBA 
 

2024 

Wait Until Dark (Upcoming)  Cortland Repertory Theatre 
des. TBA 
 

 

Escape to Margaritaville (Upcoming)  Cortland Repertory Theatre 
des. TBA 
 

 

The Last Romance (Upcoming)  Cortland Repertory Theatre 
des. TBA 
 

 

My Fair Lady (Upcoming)  Cortland Repertory Theatre 
des. TBA 
 

 

Moscow, Cheryomushki  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. R. Eric Stone 
 

 

She Kills Monsters  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. Jessica Lynn 
 

 

Pippin  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. R. Eric Stone 
 

 

Holiday Gala   Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. R. Eric Stone 
 

2023 

Rent  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. R. Eric Stone 
 

 

People, Places and things  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. Jessica Lynn 
 

 

Into the Woods  Shenandoah Conservatory  
des. R. Eric Stone 

 

    
Murder on the Orient Express  Little Theatre off Broadway 

charge Justin A. Miller 
2022 

    
Mamma Mia  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
Guys and Dolls  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    

Paint 
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Grease   Little Theatre off Broadway 
charge Justin A. Miller 

 

    
9 to 5  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
2021 

    
Lucky Stiff  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
Bonnie & Clyde  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
Hunchback of Notre Dame  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
2020 

    
Sister Act  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
Something Rotten!  BSP 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
The Musical Adventures of Flat 
Stanley 

 Main Street Theatre 
charge. Nicholas Graves 

 

    
Lion King Jr.   Bigfork Playhouse Children’s 

Theatre  
charge Justin A. Miller 

 

    
Frozen Jr.  Bigfork Playhouse Children’s 

Theatre  
charge N/A 

2019 

    
Oklahoma!  BSP 

charge Megan Inmon 
 

    
Seussical the Musical  BSP 

charge Megan Inmon 
 

    
Catch Me if You Can  BSP 

charge Megan Inmon 
 

    
The Wedding Singer  BSP 

charge Megan Inmon 
 

    
A Christmas Story  Unity Theatre 

charge Justin A. Miller 
 

    
HITS of the 50s, ‘60s & ‘70s  BSP 

charge Rachel Jagger 
2018 
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Singin’ in the Rain  BSP 

charge Rachel Jagger 
 

    
The Little Mermaid  BSP 

charge Rachel Jagger 
 

    
All Shook Up  BSP 

charge Rachel Jagger 
 

    
Into the Woods  BSP 

charge Rachel Jagger 
 

    
Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad 

 Main Street Theatre for Youth 
charge. Nicholas Graves 

 

 
Educational Scenic Painting Credits 
 

The Country Wife  OSU 
charge Carla Chafin 

2022 

    
Violet   OSU 

charge Braden Graves 
 

    
Sweat  OSU 

charge Jessica Lynn 
 

    
In The Next Room  OSU 

charge Dan Grey 
2021 

    
The Seagull adapted by Janice L. 
Blixt 

 OSU 
charge Jessica Lynn 

 

    
Wander Through Wonder MFA 
Design Installation 

 OSU 
charge Jessica Lynn 

 

    
Sweat  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
2020 

    
Pride and Prejudice  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
2019 

    
Assassins  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Footloose  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    



 Jessica Lynn Hightower- Curriculum Vitae 2024   

 5 

Silence  SHSU 
charge Charly Topper 

 

    
An Evening at Jacques’ Brel: The 
Songs of Jacques’ Brel 

 SHSU 
charge Charly Topper 

2018 

    
Pippin  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Clybourne Park  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Lady Windermere’s Fan  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Oklahoma!  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
2017 

    
Silent Sky  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Hairspray  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Peter and the Star Catcher  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
2016 

    
The Love of the Nightingale  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
 

    
Noises Off  SHSU 

charge Charly Topper 
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Professional Scenic Design Credits 
 

Antigone (Upcoming)  Shenandoah University 
dir. Aubrey Deeker 
 

2024 

She Kills Monsters   Shenandoah University 
dir. Kirsten Trump 
 

2024 

People, Places and Things  Shenandoah University 
dir. Carolyn Coulson 
 

2023 
 

Escape to Margaritaville  Bigfork Summer Playhouse (BSP) 
dir. Joel Shura 
 

2023 

The Full Monty  BSP 
dir. Joel Shura 

2022 

    
9 to 5  BSP 

dir. Curt Olds 
2021 

    
Frozen Jr.  Bigfork Playhouse Children’s 

Theatre 
dir. Brach Thompson 

2019 

 
Educational Scenic Design Credits 
 

The Country Wife  OSU 
dir. EJ Westlake and Tom Dugdale 

2022 

    
Sweat  OSU 

dir. Tom Dugdale 
 

    
The Seagull adapted by Janice L. 
Blixt 

 OSU 
dir. J Cormier Briggs 

2021 

    
Wander Through Wonder MFA 
Design Installation 

 OSU 
dir. none 

 

    
Virtual MFA Outreach and 
Engagement Series – scenic 
coordinator/props master 

 OSU 
dir. MFA Acting Cohort of ’21 

2020 

    
Sweat  SHSU 

dir. Kevin Crouch 
 

    

Everybody  SHSU 2019 

Design 
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dir. Patrick Pearson 
    
Footloose  
co-des. Nicholas Graves 

 SHSU 
dir. Kyle Craig-Bogard & Kevin 
Crouch 

 

    
Pippin  
Assistant designer 

 SHSU 
des. Nicholas Graves 

2018 

    
Silent Sky  
Assistant to the designer 

 SHSU 
des. Craig Brossman 

2017 

    
Gruesome Playground Injuries – 
scenic coordinator 

 SHSU 
dir. Joe Daniels 

 

 
Media Design Credits 
 

Sweat  OSU 
dir. Tom Dugdale 

2022 

    
9 to 5  BSP 

dir. Curt Olds 
2021 

    
Sweat  SHSU 

dir. Kevin Crouch 
2020 

    
The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time 

 SHSU 
dir. Dr. David McTier 

2018 
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Professional Scenic Carpentry Credits 
 

Escape to Margaritaville  BSP  
tech dir. Hunter White 

2023 

    
The Addams Family  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
Grease  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
Fiddler on the Roof  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
HITS of the 50s, ‘60s & ‘70s  BSP  

tech dir. Dwayne Ague 
 

    
The Full Monty  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
2022 

    
Freaky Friday  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
Mamma Mia  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
Guys and Dolls  BSP  

tech dir. Hunter White 
 

    
9 to 5  BSP 

tech dir. Mike Monsos 
2021 

    
Jersey Boys  BSP 

tech dir. Mike Monsos 
 

    
Newsies  BSP 

tech dir. Mike Monsos 
2020 

    
Hunchback of Notre Dame  BSP 

tech dir. Mike Monsos 
 

    
Something Rotten!  BSP 

tech dir. Justin Miller 
 

    
Lion King Jr.   Bigfork Playhouse Children’s 

Theatre 
 

    

Carpentry & Technical Direction 
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Oklahoma!   BSP 
tech dir. Greg Kendall 

2019 

    
Seussical the Musical  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

    
Catch Me if You Can  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

    
The Wedding Singer  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

    
Singin’ in the Rain  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
2018 

    
The Little Mermaid  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

    
All Shook Up  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

    
Into the Woods  BSP 

tech dir. Greg Kendall 
 

 
Educational Scenic Carpentry Credits 
 

Almost, Maine  SHSU 
tech dir. Craig Brossman 

2020 

    
Sweat  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Pride and Prejudice  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
2019 

    
Assassins  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Footloose  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Silence  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Our Lady of 121st Street  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
A Macbeth  SHSU 2018 
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tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
    
An Evening at Jacques’ Brel: The 
Songs of Jacques’ Brel 

 SHSU 
tech. dir. Craig Brossman 

 

    
Pippin  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Clybourne Park  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Lady Windermere’s Fan  SHSU 

tech. dir. Malcolm Nichols 
 

    
Oklahoma!  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
2017 

    
The Government Inspector  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Silent Sky  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Hairspray  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
As You Like It  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Peter and the Star Catcher  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
2016 

    
The Love of the Nightingale  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

    
Noises Off  SHSU 

tech. dir. Craig Brossman 
 

 
Technical Direction Credits 
 

Sister Act  BSP 
Dir. Dan Sharkey  

2020 

    
Pride and Prejudice  
ATD 

 SHSU 
dir. Dr. Victoria Lantz 
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Awards and Honors  
 

USITT Ohio Valley “Ezekiel Award of Distinction” for The Country Wife 2023 
  
USITT Ohio Valley “Ezekiel Award of Outstanding Achievement” for The 
Seagull 

2022 

  
USITT Ohio Valley “Ezekiel Award of Distinction” for Sweat  
  
Southwest USITT Award “Honorable Mention in Scenic Design” for Everybody 2020 
  
Southwest USITT Award “Excellence in Media Design” for The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-time 

2019 

  
KCACTF National Award “Distinguished Production of a Play” for The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

2018 

  
KCACTF National Award “Outstanding Projection Design” for The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

 

  
KCACTF Region 6 Award “Excellence in Non-Realized Scenic Design” The 
Elephant Man 

 

  
Girl Scout Gold Award (Equivalent of Eagle Scout) 2016 

 
Professional Memberships and Service 
 

United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) 
 2017-Present Memebr 
 
The Graduate Theatre Syndicate, The Ohio State University 
 Fall 2020-Spring 2023 Member 
 Fall 2022 ’23 Colloquium Planning Committee  
 Fall 2021-Spring 2022 Vice President 
 
Design Tech Area, The Ohio State University Dept. of Theatre, Film, & Media Arts 
 Fall 2021-Spring 2023 Graduate Student Representative 
 
Southwest USITT 
 2016-2020 Member 
 2018-2020 Student Director at Large 
 2019-2020 Committee on Communication Student Representative 
 
Sam Houston State University USITT Student Chapter 
 2016-2020 Member 
 2017-2018 Member at Large 
 2018-2019 Secretary 
 2019-2020 President 
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Conferences 
 

Focus on Teaching and Learning Conference: Decolonizing the Future: Creating 
Brave New Worlds (Loyola University Chicago) 
 Attendee 

2024 

  
Virginia Theatre Association: The Art in You 
 Presenter: Creating Easy Physical Bark Textures 
 Co-Presenter: High School Senior Portfolio Reviews 
 Co-Presenter: University and College Design Panel 

2023 

  
United States Institute for Theatre Technology National Conference   
 Attendee 
 Co-Presenter: Designing Theatrical Projection Surfaces 
 Exhibitor: Design Expo 
 Participant: ASTC-USITT Venue Renovation Challenge 

 

  
United States Institute for Theatre Technology National Conference   
  Attendee 

2022 

  
Graduate Theatre Syndicate Annual Research Colloquium     
  Attendee 
 Presenter: Pedagogy of the Elements & Principles of Design 

 

  
Ohio Valley Section United States Institute for Theatre Technology 
Conference 
 Entrant: Scene Design for “The Seagull” 
 Entrant: Scene Design for “Sweat” 

 

  
United States Institute for Theatre Technology National Conference 
 Attendee 

2021 

  
Sam Houston State University Undergraduate Research Symposium 
 Attendee 
 Moderator 

2020 

  
Southwest United States Institute for Theatre Technology Symposium   
 Attendee 
 Entrant: Realized Scene Design for “Sweat” 
 Entrant: Realized Scene Design for “Everybody” 

2020 

  
Region 6 Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Conference   
 Attendee 
 Entrant: Realized Scene Design for “The Curious Incident…” 

2019 

  
Southwest United States Institute for Theatre Technology Symposium 
  Attendee 
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 Entrant: Realized Scene Design for “The Curious Incident…” 
  
Region 6 Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Conference   
 Attendee 
 Entrant: Un-realized Scene Design for “The Elephant Man” 

2018 

   
Relevant Professional Development 
 

The Science of Corresponding with Busy People Webinar 
 Harvard Kennedy School Executive Education 
 

2024 

P.O.P. Off Workshop- Power, Privilege and Oppression 
 OSU Center for Belonging and Social Change 

2023 

  
Power and Potentials: Justice, Equity, and Advocacy in the Arts 
 Barnett Center for Integrated Arts and Enterprise + Dept. of Arts 
 Administration, Education and Policy 

 

  
Source Evaluation Myths: Evaluation by Domain Mini-Workshop 
 OSU University Libraries  

 

  
GTA Toolkit: Beginning Steps of Course Design 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

2022 

  
Contemplative Pedagogies for an Inclusive Classroom 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT) Framework 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
GTA Toolkit: Inclusive Teaching 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
Effective Presentation Skills 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
Facilitating Classroom Discussion 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
Active Learning in the Classroom 
 The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning 

 

  
Let’s Do the Work: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Training Series  
 OSU Dept. of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts 

2020 

 


